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HEN we were under the Dominion 
of the late Men in Power, they could 
not forbear fhewing a tacit Diflike of 
the Conftitution, tho’ they had fome 

few Difficulties to had over, before 
they declared openly againft it : In all their publick Pro- 
ni s, they were ever mending and refining upon 
the Wifdom of our Forefathers: The Doétrines and 
principles which they delivered down to their Followers, 
made mere Patch-work of the State ; and by the many 
> BB Alterations and Amendments that intruded into the 

Plan of our’ Government, when under the Hands of 

thee Artificers, it appear’d, that they loved Revolutions 
fo well, as not to be able to. fubfift a whole Seffion of 
Parliament without a Little One or Ty or at leaft fome- 
thing b way of Imitation ; which always took Shelter 
under ings of the Great One. 





federacy than a Commonwealth ; and affures us, That only 
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The Dutth Model was the general Standard for all 
this Political Mechanifm ; and to "= the Cheat more 
H fmoothly upon us, the Bench and Senate rang with En- 
comiums on the Wiflom, Policy, Power, 
and Excellent Laws of that State; which were eccho 
po baba the Prefs: Till at length our high Efteem 
ir fu 
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cy for t erior Conduét and Happinefs, led us into 
ras little mean Thoughts of our own Sastnen as a fickly 
he declining Body Politick, only fit to be under the Manage 
by and Tuition of thofe High and Mighty Guardians and 
ok Protectors. Thus it was craftily brought abeut, that fo 
ule many gallant Couple of Hounds, who might have fj 
cit their ‘Dongues and Heels in a more fubftantial 
as wereunaccountably diverted, and made to Dance alDay 
ett after the Airfking Trail of a Dutch Herring. 
eit The Pretence for introducing this new Model, was 
efi, Liberty ; a Word that has more Witchcraft in it, when 
nd [fetto Mufick, than it has real Charms, when traced to 
wid its proper Signification, and examined by the. ftrit 
em, ules of Grammar and Lexograpby. Liberty is, no 
hey [ecoubt, an invaluable Bleffing ; and fuch as all hearty 
out ‘fg lntelligent Admirers of our excellent Conftitution own 
to be a Fundamental ; but if we examin thefe Men’s 
~:) Pretenfions and Behaviour a little further than the Sur-: 
face, we fhall foon find, that inftead of true Englifir or 
true Roman Freedom, their real Defign was to introduce a 
New [Bi lyranny of the worft fort, and to fhare the Bulk of 
iN Js Power among themfelves. 
he labouring this Point, I have no Defign to raife 
Edit. Envy or Emulation between two Allies, whofe mutual 
stor [Amity and Confidence are their greateft Security: Nor 
Mor would I thereby leffen the Independency of a free poorie: 
its: ("00 may form themfelves into what kind of Polity 
the pleafe, without our Leave or Concurrence : But 
j, OF tendernefs for a Foreign Friend, muft not reftrain 
ao Woe from detecting a Domeitick Enemy : I would fhew, 
vaih, hat they, who endeavour'd to alter us by this Model, 
er ot [not only rin the ufual Venture to which all Altera- 
sw ons are liable, and which no Convenience, no pro- 
fon ule Sppeaaaice of Publick Good, nothing but indif- 
Head,  [peutable Neceffity can warrant, but plainly difcover’d a 
uit fo MP ecret Referve of Ambition and Self-Intereft in the At- 
and empt ; and inflead of guarding or enlarging our Liber- 
mint [ee Wete clofely undermining them, and bid fair for 
: {aid = Btping- the Supremacy, only with a little more Cere- 
{op ony and Circumftance. 
one kis a vulgar Miftake which has prevail’d among too 
many lefs curious Obfervers, that true Liberty is only <o 
—_s phigh with in a Commonwealth, or at leaft in a State 


has fome mixture of the Republican Form : But 












































there are Abfolute Republicks, as well as Abfoluse Monar- 
chies ; and fuch is every Government, where the Body 
of the People are utterly excluded from all manner 
Share either in the Legi/lative or Executive Branch, both 
for Themfelves and their Reprefentatives. For this Rea- 
fon, Sit William Temple will not admit the Conftitution 
of the States to be Republican: He calls it rather a Con- 


they, who content themfelves with common Obferva- 
tions and Enquiries, will imagine this to be a Popular 
Government. Their whole Conduét from the Union of 
Utrecht in 1579, to their laying afide the Office of Stadt- 
holder, affords abundance of Inftances of their Love and 
even Bigotry for Monarchical at leaft, if not for Abf- 
lute Power ; though they were not always agreed, in 
what Hands to place it: By their firft Settlement, the 
Dernier Refort or Supremacy was lodg‘d in a fingle S:adt- 
holder ; and their own Hiftorians do not deny, that they 
at feveral times actually offer’d to put themfelves under 
athe Dominion of Eng'and and France, or to chufe Ma 
thias, the Emperor's Brother, for their Sovereign ; of 
urpofe, fays Sir William Temple, to avoid that Popular 
sovernment which was then moulding in tlie North. 
So fond were they of the Engl/ifh Conftitution, when ik 
our Monarchy was in the higheit Splendor, that though | 
Queen Elizabeth refus'd the Sovereignty of their Coun- 
try, yet the Earl of Leiceffer was, in Her Name, made 
Governor of the Netherlands ; with a Power fo ample 
and extenfive, that Prince Mzurtce of Najfan was not 
admitted Stadtbolder, but with a ‘Refervation. of the 

Rights of that Great Queen; whofe Ambaflador fate 
and Voted in their Council of State, which ar that time 
enjoy’d the Power of Reprefenting, Convoking and : 
Executing the Decrees and Orders of the States General ; 

nor could they, without reverfing this parr of their Ori- 

inal Conftitution, fet afide that Priviledge of the 

Shows of England. After this, the Princes of Orange 

were for fome time poffeffed of a good Share of Monar- 

chical Power : They chofe the chief Magiftrates, par- 

don’d all Crimes,,and had the fole Management of the 

Milisia: They gave Audience to Ambaffidors, had a 

Court, an attendance of Guards, with other Enfigns of 

Majefty, and they entirely fway'd the Council of State, 

which was the fame in Authority then, that the States 

General are now. Whatever odious Precedents have, 

with us, been drawn from imaginary Accounts of their 

Rife and Progrefs, it is plain from thefe Inftances, Mo- 

narchy was not the Caufe: Neither can I, in imitation 

of the fame partial Writers, impute it to Religion ; 

which Notion, Sir William Temple tells us, was the 

whole’Burden and Cry of all the Popif) Writers, both 

Spaniards and Ltaltans, who medled in this Controverfy, 

and thereby thought to blacken and afperfe the Hoi- 

landers : , as Sir William obferves, Religion, with- 

out 2 Tinéture of Ambition and Intereft, produces no 

fuch dreadful Effects, but only conftant Sufferings ; for 

before the Revolt, this Country, according to that Au- 

thor, was famous for breeding the beft Subjeéts in the 

World ; neither did their Offspring degenerate for many 

Years atterwards. Their hatre! to Spain, which was 

well-grounded and every Day fomented by a thoufand 

Provocations, prov'd the ftrongeft Incitement, and, as 

Sir William Temple remarks, the only Paffion that in- 
fluenc’d this great Turn; which their ableft Authors 
defend upon quite a different Principle from that of 
Religion. Grotins has written a whole Treatife upofi 
this Subjeét ; in which he waves that Motive, amd i 
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fifts alrogether on thofe Priviledges which the Hollanders 
were {s'd of, unde the Counts and Dukes of Buar- 
s of Spain claiming in their Right, 
could have no more ice 9 what their a va 
enjoy d. BugJo far.were they from being over Fond or 
Jealous even of their moft nghtful et undoubted Li- 

rties, thar not long after their being difmembred from 
Spain, they gave up all to their own Magiftrates ; who, 
as Sir William Temple further obferves, were as Abfolute 
as any fingle Tysant; neither was the Name of Liberty 
fo much as heard of among them foon after the Umon 
of Utrecht, which-was their firft Eftablifhment. 

If we cxrmine their Conftitution as it ftands at pre- 
fent, we fhall foon find, thar their Subjeéts have none 
of thofe invaluable Priviledges which we Britons fo high- 
ly value, and for which we are fo much envy'd and 
admir'd : “With us, every Freeholder is reprefented in 
the Legifiatwre ; and in the Executive i our Lives 
aiid Effates are fubyected to a Fury of our own Country- 
men. . In thefe Rights confifts our Liberty, which is the 
litmoft a Subject ought to claim, that there is no Law 
made or executed, to which we are not Parties: But 
the Dutch cannot boaft of this Freedom ; and whoever 
would define their Government, muft call it an Abfolute 
Oligarchy. The loweft Wheel in their State is the Polity 
Of their Cities : Whence Deputics are fent to the Pro- 
vincial Affembly, and thence to the Council of State and 
States General. The whole .Mafs of Power circulates 
perpetually within this compafg ; and the People are 
wholly excladed, by an Edict made about One hundred 
and fifty Years ago, when all Popular Eletlions ceas'd, and 
with thea the very Shadow of a Commonwealth : For 
if a Senator, fuppofe of Amfferdam ox any other City, 
that is called'a Siemm, dics, rhe reft of the Body fill up 
the vacancy and though Peace and War, the Coinage, 
atid other Powers that more immediately concern the 
Welfire ofall the Seven United Provinces, axe under the 
direStion af the States; yet every particular City has a 


very large tna of Sovereignty: The Senate Taxes theirs 


Sabjetts, in what Proportions, and by what-Ways and 
Means they ‘pleafe: All the Fudicatures and Executive 
Offices are, conftituted, and from time to time fupply d, 
by them, oy fuch as they think fit to appoint ; from. 
wWhoni.there is no Appeal in Criminal ; fo that 
Abifolute Power is brought home to every private Sub- 


je8's Door. An-their Judicial Proceedings they pay. 


fome finafl regaid to the Civil Law ; but they often va- 


gy it; upon the Auchority of fuperior Reafon, 
whi 


ch is in’ effet no. more than the Will and Pleafure 
of the Magiftrate or ase for the Time being ; and 
this Ofte ‘is fo far Hereditary, that Men are train’d to 


it from Father to Son, and it is fometimes confin‘d for . 


a-~whole Ceritury to one fingle Family. In one or two 
Provinces, the Nobles make the better Part of the De- 

ower in Zaland ; and even at this vety time, the 
Clergy make a third Member in the Province of Utrecht ; 
but fill the Popslace or Freeholders, how great foever 
tlieir Eftates or Numbers may be, are entirely fet afide ; 
except int the Province of Friezeland, where the Deps- 
vies are chofen by the B.silleges ; but then they are not 
accountable to their Principals ; and us inconfiderable a 
Part as this muft be of their State, it fhews. us the oniy 
genuine Remains of a Free Commonwealth that are left 
among them. Their Ballance of Power is the mot un- 
equal of any Nation in Ewope ; for the little Town of 
Permersn has an equal Voice with Amferdam, and fo 
has the little Province of Over-pffel with that of Aland. 
Their Jo/er-uion is not like ours, made into a Law, but 
Jef at Difcretion : For they have their Infpetors in all 
Tolcrated Aflemblies, and according to their Report, 
they fhut them up whenever they pleafe: The Roman 
Citholicks, who pay a valuable Confideration for: their 
Liberty, meet with the leaft Difturbance inthe Exercife 
of their Religion. In effe&t, they do not feem to have 
any durable Conititution, but to be a‘ State of con- 


* tinval Tunts and Revolutions: For no Fundamentals 


can hold them long: Their prefent. States General are 
rather the Reprefentatives, than the Sacceffors, of thofe 
who once. cémpofed rhat Senate. Theis, Penfioners, an 
Office of great Authority, fhould by the, original Cem- 
pakt be flanged every Fifth Year; But this Esablith- 
ment they hiawe often violated ; and..fometimes to the 
great Danger of the Government, as.in the Cafe of Fobn 


ith as heretofore the Priace of Orange had the fole ) 


de Wit. Thus too they broke throughtan: 
mental, in their treating with Sir 1, Mp 
ftruck up a League, without confulting their Princjp,j,. 


and when any reftive City or Province ftands out, it ;. 
- a ~ _ 2 


“not uftufual to ‘awe them into a Compliance, by Qu... 


tering Troops in their Countty 5 for which reafon th 
always take care to Stipulate fora Standing Army orm 
a Peace is to be made, at leaft to put themfelves ung,. 
a necellity of keeping one a-foot. It is true, there a, 
Mobs in Ablland aa in all their Management ther. 7 
fome regard paidito’the Indinations.and Temper of th, 
People; but the fame Maxim. prevails alfo at Aaj 
and Con/fantin§ple, where Monarchy is to the laft dear, 
Abfolute and Defpotick: For. the greatef Tyrants dor 
not fhew themfelves fuch De ee ton in fome very ne. 
ceffary or critical Juncture ; and the States muft be alloy. 
ed, by their late improv d Projeét of a Standing Army 
to have fenc’d chentfelves from all future Apprehenfions 
of Refitance, fhould any of their Clergy prefume tp 
Preach, or any of their Subjects to Pradife, chat unx. 
countable Doétrine. | 

Upon this View, ‘how caf we think it poffible, th 
any Briton, who is tolerably acquamted with the Natur, 
Antiquity, Coherence, and durable Excellency of 4s 
own Conttitution, fhould prefime to mend it by a Mo- 
del fo full of Abfurditics ? A Syftem of political Atoms, 
the OfFfpring of Chance! A ‘Creature fubfifting upon 
Accidents, and work’d up with a Thoufand oppofie 
Qualities, and all the Seeds and Ingredients of Mortality, 
Did the late Men jn ’Power doat upon this Plan, becauie 
it. farnifh’d them “with great Variety of Changes ani 
Revolutions ; or becaufe it’ afforded them many Oppor 
tunities of breaking in upon “Fyndamentals by’ Pree. 
dent? Were they'tond of it, ‘becaufe it fecures a M: 
niftry in -Poffeflion, trom any dread of being laid alik, 
nay even brings an -Entail upon the higheft Oftices’ 
Ambition ‘and “Intereft were, ‘nid’ doubt, the. ftrongek 
Motives that Jed them into’ thefe reforming Measures; 
Could they have reduced a Prince firft to a Stad- 
holder, and-then perhaps {ent him into another Cou 
try, they knew very well ‘the whole Prize of Pow: 
muft be fhared among themfelves ; and fiaving therely 
gotten two Thirds of the Legiflature into their Hand 
they would {Gon have trampled under foot the Richrsd 
the People ; and to prevent the coming in of 2 fingle 
Tyrant, prefenred us with Five hundred Defpatick Bury: 
mafters, the uncontrolable Difpofers of our Lives aul 
Fortunes. Their Behaviour in a Late Reign bore an er 
a& Conformity to thefe Principles: How did they, in 
the Zenith of their Power} infult thofe Hongft Patrioss, 
who at that -time ftood up ‘for the Rights‘ of thei 
Country, which they were’ bold to affert they had pur 
chafed with the Revolution 2? Ie was. then the Badge of 
Whiggifm, to decry the Dignity, Authority, and ver 
Being of Parliaments ; and to attack the Coamiry Inierj 
with all the little Cavils and Scurilities from, their Mix 
and Magazine of Scandal, whilft thofe very Laws wer 
in making, upon which our Civil Liberties do fo muh 
depend. To their Management we may charge moft 0 
thofe Abufes and Corruptions, ‘which haye crept int 
the Parliamentary Boronghs, and the Body of our Fre 
holders ; to the great Scandal of Fnglif Freedom, ani 
the endangering t a of Eletlion, which make 
confiderable a Branch ‘of the Conftitution. Indeed, fine 
their Difmiffion, they have ran imto the contrary Er 
tream; and by Liberty, Rejijtance, and Revolution, fem 
to mean an entire Exemption from Law and Govetr 
ment: But this is no good Evidence againft their 0 
Principles of Tyranny and ‘Abfulute Power, which they 


have only jaid afide fora time, as haying uo prefest 


occafion torthem. They have long ago learn’d to Cos 
tradi&t themfelves, in any Doétrine bur that of Self Jo 
tereft: For they do not ‘meafure their Principles by 
Truth and Confittency, but ‘by their Analogy to Succels, 
and Fitnefs to promote the of Ambition. They 
think, and with good Reafon, that they fhill have 4 
fure Game for Power and Profit, by claiming a Right © 
Refi? thofe above them, and making Paffive Obidient 
the Duty of thofe below them. Thus between the two 
bufie Alrernatives, the Tyrant and the Rebel, thcy 2 
ever in Mation, ox in Auhority ; which are the ouly 0° 
Employments under Heaven, thar engrofs all ci 
Thoughts and Actions. : 
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